MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF LITTLEFORK IN THE
COUNTY OF KOOCHICHING AND STATE OF MINNESOTA INCLUDING ALL
ACCOUNTS AUDITED BY SAID COUNCIL

Thursday, July 16, 2026

Call to Order

Deputy Mayor Loren Lehman called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Roll Call

Members Present: Councilor Lehman, Councilor Wendt, Councilor Thydean

Members Absent: Mayor Fort, Councilor Sims

Others Present: Holly Hoy, Carlie Anderson, Justin Marty, Preston Hoy, Erik Lund, Rhonda

Wimmer

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Wendt, seconded by Councilor Thydean, to approve the
agenda with the following additions:

e Consent Agenda: Koochiching Technology Initiative June Meeting Minutes
e New Business: National Night Out

Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Councilor Wendt, seconded by Councilor Thydean, to approve June 18,
2026, Regular Meeting Minutes & June 30, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes . Motion carried.

Consent Agenda




A motion was made by Councilor Wendt, seconded by Councilor Thydean, to approve the
consent agenda. Motion carried.

Items approved under the Consent Agenda included:
e Monthly bills for June

o Water and sewer service terminations
e Koochiching Technology Initiative — June Meeting Minutes

Public Hearings

1. None

Petitions, Requests, and Communications

1. Erik Lund — Timber Information

Erik Lund provided an update on the timber situation in HappyLand. He recommended cutting
600 cords of timber and adding it to the county’s timber auction on November 5th. He estimates
the value to be approximately $30,000. He further recommended leaving the remaining timber
for five years. Councilor Thydean made a motion to call for sealed bids, seconded by Councilor
Wendt. Motion carried unanimously.

2. League of MN Cities Annual Conference

Administrator Hoy attended the annual conference in Rochester, MN from June 23™-June 25",
She gave a report on the overall knowledge and networking gained from her attendance. She
also listed the various educational sessions she attended. She thanked Council for approving her
attendance and stated she would like to attend again next year, which will be in Duluth MN.

3. Election Information

The council was briefed on election filing dates, which are July 14" — July 28", Affidavits of

Candidacy can be turned in, along with a $2.00 filing fee. Councilor Wendt and Councilor
Thydean are up for re-election, along with Mayor Fort’s position.

Reports of Officers, Boards, and Committees

Ambulance Department



No one was in attendance to report.

Fire Department

No one was in attendance to report, but minutes from the June Fire Department regular monthly
meeting were provided, along with the June Financial Report. At the meeting, a letter of

resignation from Dan Krause was shared. Dan has served the Littlefork Fire Department for
twenty-one years.

Maintenance Department
Maintenance Supervisor Justin Marty provided the maintenance report:
e Summer helpers have been mowing various locations around the city, including the
airport and sewer ponds. They have also been painting at city hall.
e Marty also stated that he is testing for his Class D Wastewater test in St. Cloud later in
July

Financial Report

The financial report was presented by Holly Hoy. A motion to approve the report was made by
Councilor Thydean, seconded by Councilor Wendt. Motion carried unanimously.

Unfinished Business

Little Fork River Watershed

There was no update to provide, but a Formal Review Draft was provided. Also, the public
comment period is open through August 14, 2026.

Blight and Mowing Notice Updates
Updates on blight notices and mowing notices previously sent out were discussed. The council

also had discussion on determining what the next steps will be for those who remain non-
compliant.

New Business

Approve or Deny Conditional Use Permit



The Planning and Zoning Committee met on Tuesday, July 14", 2026, to review Zachary
Workman'’s request for a conditional use permit. Workman wants to run a detailing business out
of his garage. A motion was made by Heather Kennedy to recommend to the city council that the
request be approved, seconded by Todd Thydean and the motion carried unanimously.

At the council meeting on July 16", Councilor Wendt made a motion to approve Zachary’s
conditional use permit, seconded by Councilor Thydean and motion carried unanimously.

Gravel Pit Sand Request

A resident called city hall in hopes to get approval to take a yard and a half of pit sand from the
city gravel pit, for the purpose of building up his driveway after being washed out. Council
stated that it is a liability for individuals to be in the city pit area and that only licensed and
insured contractors may enter the city pit. Council also stated that there are people in town from
which gravel can be purchased.

Lofgren Park Call Volume / Caretaker

When interviewed the job responsibilities were listed and the position was accepted. The camp
host does not want their personal cell number displayed so, Councilor Wendt has been exploring
a Google number as an alternative. Calls are not being returned in a timely manner so the
council would like to meet with the caretaker next week to discuss options.

Licensed Water / Wastewater Operator Contractor

Until Justin is fully licensed, a licensed contractor will need to be utilized for reporting purposes.
Councilor Wendt made the motion to look into options for the drinking water licensing side,
seconded by Councilor Thydean and motion carried unanimously.

Resolution 2026-10: A Resolution Adopting the City of Littlefork Nuisance Abatement
Timeline Policy

A resident was present at last month’s city council meeting and asked if there was a way to have
a more severe penalty for nuisance, mowing, and blight issues.

Councilors were provided with the following draft documents to review:

e Nuisance Abatement Timeline Policy

o Nuisance Identification Flowchart

¢ Nuisance Abatement Timeline Overview
o Nuisance Abatement Timeline Checklist
e Nuisance Abatement Training Handout

The councilors tabled the conversation until August when the full council will be present.



National Night Out

National Night Out is coming up on August 4". Councilor Wendt has been busy planning and
gathering information for neighborhood hosts, as well as speaking with the Koochiching County
Sheriff’s Department to have officers lined up to visit the neighborhoods. Several hosts around

town will be grilling and entertaining neighbors and residents are welcome to move around to
different locations.

Miscellaneous

None.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Wendt, seconded by Councilor Thydean and
motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.

Attest: Holly Hoy, City Clerk Approved: Mayor Mike Fort



